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NAVY DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON, February 6,  1899.

SIR: In compliance with the Senate resolution of January 23, 1890,
which is as follows:

"!N EXECUTIVE SESSION, SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

"January 23, 1899.

"Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, di-
rected to furnish the Senate with the facts and military records in the
possession of his department affecting the proposal that, under section
1506 of the Revised Statutes, Commodore Sampson be advanced eight num-
bers and Commodore Schley six numbers; and the same information with
respect to other nominations for promotion under same section and section
1605, which were sent to the Senate along with the above nominations on
December 7, 1898.

"Attest:                                                     WM. R. Cox, Secretary.99

I have the honor to submit herewith numbered copies of the military
records in the possession of the department affecting the proposal that
certain officers be advanced under sections 1506 and 1605, Revised Statutes,
according to the nominations sent by the President to the Senate on Decem-
ber 7, 1898.

The following are facts in the possession of the department called for
in said resolution:

On April 22, 1898, Captain W. T. Sampson, who had previously com-
manded the United States naval forces on the North Atlantic Station, as
a captain and eonimander-in-chief, hoisted the flag of a rear admiral, in
obedience to orders from the department.

Commodore W. S. Sehley was given command of the Flying Squadron
at Fortress Monroe. At the same time he was verbally informed by the
Secretary of the Navy that if his command and Admiral Sampson's came
together the latter would have command of the whole. He expressed ready
acquiescence in this arrangement.

At the outbreak of the war Admiral Sampson was directed to estab-
lish a blockade of the coast of Cuba from Cardenas to Bahia Honda, and to
blockade Cienfuegos as soon as the strength of the force under Ms com-
mand would permit.

This blockade was immediately established, and was later extended to
take in the whole coast of Cuba (some 1,200 miles), and was effectively
maintained until the close of hostilities. San Juan, Porto Rico, was
blockaded from June 22d.

On. May 19th the Spanish force under Rear Admiral Paseual Cervera
entered Santiago Harbor. This force had previously been reported at
Martinique and Curagoa, and Commodore Schley's force had been brought
from Hampton Roads, first off Charleston and then to Key West, to re-
enforce Admiral Sampson. On May 17th the department telegraphed the
naval base, Key West, directing that Admiral Sampson should despatchtake in this instance, for both can not be correct. This
